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(a) a\base and a staff which are slidably connected to 
one another such that the base and staff can be extended be- 
tween an extended position and a collapsed position by slid- 
ing the base and staff relative to one another, wherein the 
base and staffi are non-rotatably connected to one another 
such that the b^se and staff can be slid relative to one an- 
other but cannon be rotated relative to one another, wherein 
the base and staff have a combined length in the extended 
position to properly position the tennis net for singles 
play when the singles stick is installed between the top 
edge of the net and the ground, and wherein the base and 

in the collapsed position which 
Length of the base and staff in 


combined length 


staff have a 
is shorter than the 
the extended position 
(b) a lock for 
together in both the 
base and staff without 


>mbii 
and\ 


elefcsablj 


fixing the base and staff 
'and collapsed positions of the 
rotating the base and staff relative 
to one another, wherein\the lock when engaged in the ex- 
tended position of the base and staff preventing the base 
and staff from collapsing Relative to one another during use 
of the singles stick and whten engaged in the collapsed posi- 
tion of the base and staffi preventing the base and staff 
from extending relative to\ one another when the singles 
stick is not in use. 


Cancel claim 5 without prejudice. 


Rewrite claim &"as follows: 



(Once Amended) The singles stick of claim 1, 
wherein the lockXcomprises a locking pin that may be in- 
serted through various ones of spaced holes. 


Page - 2 - 


DEC-03-2001 16=02 


JAMES LI MILLER 


612 338 5989 


Rewrite claim 11 as follows: 



0 


11. (Twi&e Amended) A singles stick for holding the 
top edge of a tfennis net at its regulation height above the 
ground for sing lies play, , which comprises: 

(a) a plurality of telescopically received sections 
including at leatet one first, hollow section into which a 
second section ite telescopically received such that the 
first and second \sections can be extended between an ex- 
tended or ientation \and a collapsed orientation by telescop- 
ing the first and second sections relative to one another ; 

(b) a lock foA releasably holding the telescopic sec- 
tions together in at least the extended position , wherein 
the lock is responsive to movement of the telescopic sec- 
tions with the lock being biased to automatically move into 
a locking engagement Vith the telescopic sections whenever 
the telescopic section^ are placed in their extended posi- 
tion; and 

(c) wherein the combined length of the telescopic sec- 
tions in the locked exterided position thereof is sufficient- 
ly long to permit the telescopic sections to be wedged be- 
tween a top support cord or cable of a tennis net with the 
telescopic sections being \ held in place solely by downward 
force from the top support\cord or cable forcing the tele- 
scopic sections into engagement with the ground , and wherein 
the telescopic sections can \h& wedged between the top sup- 
port cord or cable and the ground at a location between a 
singles line and doubles line\on one side of a tennis court 
and when so wedged the combined length of the telescopic 
sections will raise the top Support cord or cable of the 
tennis net by an amount required to provide a height that 
conforms to singles play rules. 
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Rewrite claim 20 v as follows: 



20. (Once Amended) A singles stick for holding the 
top edge of a tennis net at its regulation height above the 
ground for singles play, , which comprises: 

(a) a base and a staff which are slidably and teles- 
copically connected \to one another such that the base and 
staff can be extended between an extended position and a 
collapsed position by\sliding the base and staff relative to 
one another, wherein We base and staff have mating non- 
circular cross-sectional configurations to prevent the base 
and staff from rotating relative to one another ; 

(b) a lock for relWsably holding the base and staff 
together in both the extended and collapsed positions, the 
lock comprising first and second vertically spaced holes 
which receive a locking pin with the locking pin releasably 
holding the base and staff together in the extended and col- 
lapsed positions thereof defending upon which of the first 
and second vertically spaced ijoles receives the locking pin; 
and 

(c) wherein the comb ined\ length of the base and staff 
in the locked extended pos it ion\ thereof is sufficiently long 
to permit the base and staff to be wedged between a top sup- 
port cord or cable of a tennis net with the base and staff 
being held in place solely by downward force from the top 
support cord or cable forcing fche base and staff into 
engagement with the ground, and wherein the base and staff 
can be wedged between the top support cord or cable and the 
ground at a location between a singles line and doubles line 
on one side of a tennis court and when so wedged the com- 
bined length of the base and staff viUl raise the top sup- 
port cord or cable of the tennis net by an amount reguired 
to provide a height that conforms to singles play rules. 
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Add the following new claims 21-2-4. 


21. (New) The singles st 
locking pin is manually inser^abl 
first and second vertically spaced 


ck of claim 20, wherein the 
e by the user into the 
holes. 


22. (New) The singles 
first and second vertically s 
as part of a set of two holes 
between and being received 
holes. 


st ick 


of claim 21, wherein the 
aced holes are each provided 
th the locking pin extending 
both holes in the set of 


3 n 


23. (New) The singles stick of claim 20, wherein the 
locking pin is biased intolerfgagement with the first and 
second vertically spaced hc5l^ such that the locking pin 
automatically enters one of 

whenever the base and staff ar£ placed in their extended and 
collapsed positions. 


24. (New) The singles 
locking pin is carried on a 


sstick of claim 23 , wherein the 
spring finger. 


25. (New) The singles 
spring finger comprises a 


26. (New) The singles 
locking pin is carried on a 
flexible metallic piece is c 
pin. 


istick of claim 24, wherein the 
flexible piece of spring steel - 


3tick of claim 23, wherein the 
flexible metallic piece which 
mfigured to bias the locking 


Remarks 
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